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unbiassed and uninfluenced by creed or unscientific 
considerations. This indignant protest found a most 
responsive echo throughout Germany and the Univer- 
sities hastened to transmit to Mommsen resolutions 
thanking him for thus voicing the scientific conscience 
of the nation and vindicating the ideals of true 
scholarship. 

"No genius without passion" Mommsen remarks 
in his matchless characterization of Caesar. The 
observation may be applied to himself. He was 
of the spirit militant, a born fighter for what he 
thought right and n passionate assailant of wrong. 
But in his private life he was the gentlest and kind- 
est of men, tolerant of other people's opinions, char- 
itable to their failings. A singular modesty was one 
of his most conspicuous traits, though this need not 
surprise us, for this quality is perhaps never dissoci- 
ated from genuine greatness. He steadfastly re- 
fused titular honors and decorations, being content 
to remain plain Prof. Mommsen. He was fond_ of 
the society of bright men and women and was him- 
self a most fascinating conversationalist. He had 
nothing of the "doctor umbraticus", nothing of the 
pedant about him, and was withal a most lovable 
man. He died in the fullness of years, his lifework 
accomplished, revered for his noble qualities and 
admired throughout the civilized world for his splen- 
did intellectual gifts. In his numerous works he left 
to posterity a "monument more durable than bronze", 
a source of inspiration and profit, so long as consum- 
mate learning and solidity of achievement shall be 
held in honor. 

Alfred Gudeman, Cornell University 



Latin Requirements for Harvard and for 
Yale 

Some months ago the writer had occasion to com- 
pare the requirements in Latin for admission to Har- 
vard and to Yale. There was found to be a substan- 
tial agreement in the amount of work prescribed, but 
an annoying disparity when the attempt was made to 
adjust the material to the preliminary and final ex- 
aminations. A study of the subjoined tables will 
make the extent of the trouble clear. 

YALE 

PRELIMINARY 

(i) Caesar and Nepos at sight. 

(2) Cicero: In Catilinam i-iv; Pro Archia; De Im- 

perii) Pompci or an equivalent. 

FINAL 

(3) Ovid at sight. 

(4) Vergil : 5600-6300 verses. 

HARVARD 

PRELIMINARY 

(1) Caesar and Nepos at sight. 

(2) Cicero: In Catilinam, i-iv. 

(3) Vergil, or Ovid and Vergil : 2000-3000 verses. 

FINAL 

(4) Vergil, or Ovid and Vergil, 3000-8000 verses 

(depending partly on the amount read for 
preliminaries. Aeneid i-vi is prescribed as part 
of the verse requirement. 

(5) Cicero : Orations additional to those read for 

preliminaries, making in all 90-120 Teubner 

pages. 
When no attempt is made to divide the material 
the substantial agreement becomes still more appar- 
ent. Thus : 



YALE 

Caesar and Nepos. Translation at sight. 

Cicero: In Catilinam i-iv; Pro Archia; De Imperio 

Pompei or an equivalent. 
Vergil : Aeneid i-vi, and Bucolics or Aeneid viii, ix. 
Ovid: Metamorphoses: Translation at sight. 

HARVARD 

Caesar and Nepos. 90-120 Teubner pages. 

Cicero: In Catilinam i-iv; De Imperio Pompei; 

other selected orations; total 90-120 Teubner 

pages. 
Vergil and Ovid: 6000-10,000 verses, including Aeneid 

i-vi. 

For the Harvard preliminaries the candidate must 
have had some poetry._ He does not require so much 
prose as at Yale. This indicates the ideal readjust- 
ment, which would be for Yale to accept for prelimi- 
naries four Orations of Cicero and two (or three) 
books of Vergil; postponing the rest of the Cicero, 
the rest of the Vergil, and the Ovid until the final 
examination. This programme would coincide prac- 
tically with the recommendation of the Committee 
of Twelve of the American Philological Association, 
and have the double advantage of leaving no year 
without its prose to influence the Latin Composition, 
and preventing the monotony consequent upon giv- 
ing an entire year to prose or poetry alone. 

About four years ago the writer sent out a circular 
letter to a number of leading schools suggesting the 
desirability of the change just mentioned. The pro- 
position was rather warmly approved, at least ten 
other prominent schools united with The Hotchkiss 
School in an offer to prepare for such examinations, 
and copies of the correspondence were sent to New 
Haven. The request was granted, the plan was adopt- 
ed and was working even better than its originator 
had hoped, when, after three years we were met by the 
statement that, inasmuch as other schools than Hotch- 
kiss were not presenting candidates under the new 
system to any great extent, the privilege must be 
withdrawn. Attempts to avert by prayer and protest 
this calamity having proved unavailing, the writer 
would invite his brothers in the craft to examine the 
situation, in hopes that a condition which necessi- 
tates separate instruction for either Yale or Harvard 
candidates may in some way be bettered. 

Nothing has been said about reading Vergil before 
Cicero, as that affords no help. To offer Ovid as a 
Yale preliminary would be a partial solution, al- 
though it seems unkind to ask the Harvard candidate 
to attack a sight pasage from Vergil without at least 
some acquaintance with the peculiarities of that au- 
thor, x 

Nothing has been said about the different ideals 
of the two colleges, for a reason which will presently 
appear. In the first place, the work that a student 
does in his freshman Latin at Yale cannot differ ma- 
terially from what he would do if he were at Har- 
vard. At either college he is called upon to read 
Latin with some show of power and appreciation; 
and these essentials secured, the rest follows easily. 
Furthermore, the Yale requirement lays emphasis 
on the ability to read at sight, and the Harvard ex- 
aminers have found it wise to prescribe definite 
amounts of the various Latin authors. Lastly and 
perhaps brutally, but altogether certainly, no one 
who has reached his pedagogical majority can be 
seriously disposed to believe that much significance 
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should be attached to questions which merely exhibit 
the pet theories of either Yale or Harvard examiners. 
The point, however, which the universities have 
missed — the point which should make the work of a 
college examination board unnecessary — is this: that 
if only the examinations permitted the same portions 
of the same authors to be read at the same time, a 
teacher would rather welcome than complain of 
those slight differences which proceed from the pri- 
vate convictions of examiners, as encouraging a 
roundness of preparation, beneficial alike to the can- 
didates for admission to either college. 

J Edmund Barss, The Ilotchkiss School 
Lakeville, Conn. 
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Just a Word on Dress 

Ralph Waldo Emerson wrote : " If one has keen sen- 
sifiilitUs, it is perhaps a wise economy to go to a good shop 
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